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1.0 Introduction	

The	project	reported	here	was	focussed	upon	the	circulation	of	vehicles	around	the	outer	edge	of	Swindon	

Town	Centre.		The	aims	are:		

• to	understand	the	experience	of	drivers	(whether	Swindon	residents,	workers	or	visitors;	on	

commercial	or	private	journeys);	

• to	assist	local	citizens	in	reporting	their	experiences	and	in	exploring	potential	solutions;	

• to	consider	the	needs	of	PEOPLE	--	as	pedestrians,	cyclists,	bus-riders,	and	drivers	(with	or	without	

mobility	limitations	seeking	to	park)	in	accessing	the	Town	Centre;	

• to	explore	possible	improvements	--	in	the	interests	of	Town	Centre	users,	and	of	residents	of	

streets	neighbouring	the	Town	Centre;	

• 	to	share	research	and	suggestions	with	the	responsible	public	authorities,	in	the	hope	of	responsive	

change	in	policies,	and	investment	in	adaptations	suggested,	where	deemed	suitable.	

This	on-going	project	has	been	undertaken	by	the	Committee	and	volunteers	of	Swindon	Civic	Voice.	It	is	

the	first	report	that	we	are	publishing	for	public	and	member	input	using	our	website:	

www.swindoncivicvoice.org.uk.		

It	also	represents	the	first	report	we	have	been	able	to	produce	since	2008	(when	we	lost	the	premises	

which	we	formerly	used	for	public	consultation:	“The	Community	Crossroads”,	now	“The	Platform”)	in	

which	we	have	been	able	to	integrate	public	consultation	based	upon	an	exhibition	of	plans.	

On	the	back	of	this	project,	and	a	new	commitment	to	using	our	website	as	long–intended,	Swindon	Civic	

Voice	hopes	to	take	itself	up	a	gear	or	two	in	its	efforts	to	improve	the	quality	of	Swindon	lives,	by	involving	

local	people	in	expressing	their	‘voices’,	as	individual	citizens,	and	together	as	an	organisation	which	wants	

to	do	more	to	gather,	to	amplify	and	to	share	those	voices	with	public	authorities.	

	

2.0 Background:		

2.1	Starting	at	Whale	Bridge	Roundabout	

The	urgency	of	this	project	first	emerged	in	June	2013,	with	the	issue	of	the	major	alterations	of	the	Whale	

Bridge	Roundabout.	The	alterations	involved	the	removal	of	an	attractive,	mature	plantation	of	willows	

which	served	as	a	‘feature’	entrance	to	the	town	centre,	the	in-filling	of	a	network	of	1970’s	pedestrian	

underpasses,	and	the	re-routing	of	cars	to	two	indirect	routes	which	seemed	without	purpose	to	many	

Swindon	residents			

After	this	new	configuration	opened,	we	heard	the	widespread	public	dissatisfaction	with	the	resulting	

traffic	pattern.		We	decided	to	hold	a	public	display	about	the	reasoning	behind	the	alterations,	and	to	seek	

to	understand	the	future	plans;	perhaps	this	was	an	‘interim	arrangement’?	

The	location	of	the	event	at	The	Jury’s	Inn	enabled	us	to	view	the	Whale	Bridge	site	from	above,	and	to	

photograph	it	carefully,	and	we	appreciated	their	hospitality.		However,	this	location	was	not	well-known	

to	local	people	as	a	venue;	this	and	our	late	publicity	(due	to	the	struggle	for	displayable	material)	meant	

that	Trustees	learned	a	lot,	but	members	and	the	public	did	not,	which	we	regretted.		However,	what	we	

learned	motivated	us	to	return	to	this	issue	in	due	course.		

2.2		A	Bus	Every	30	Seconds	Through	The	Railway	Village?	

In	2014,	the	urgency	of	this	project	was	amplified	by	Swindon	Civic	Voice’s	effort	to	engage	with	SBC	about	

the	return	of	2-way	buses	through	the	Railway	Village.		Our	efforts	in	support	of,	and	then	on	behalf	of,	

Village	residents	resulted	in	a	new	understanding	of	the	perspective	of	the	bus	companies,	gained	from	

discussions	with	Thamesdown	Transport’s	Operations	Manager.		This	understanding	had	not	emerged	



despite	2	meetings	facilitated	with	SBC’s	Transport	Dept.	at	the	request	of	Robert	Buckland,	MP	for	

Swindon	South,	where	we	had	found	the	Transport	Officer	to	be	wholly	unhelpful.		However,	our	thanks	go	

to	Robert	Buckland,	and	local	councillor	Bob	Wright,	and	Village	residents	who	contributed	much.			

We	now	understood	that	the	buses	travelling	through	the	Railway	Village	(the	prime	heritage	site	in	

Swindon)	are	the	result	of	the	introduction	of	a	west-running	bus	lane	and	1-way	traffic	introduced	via	

Holbrook	Way	in	1999.			

The	penny	dropped,	that	it	was	the	1-way	system	that	was	at	the	heart	of	several	points	of	local	

dissatisfaction	(as	expressed	in	the	pages	of	the	Swindon	Advertiser,	and	on-line).		We	realised	nothing	

could	be	done	for	the	Village	without	addressing	the	larger	picture.	

2.3		‘Shared’	Crossings?	

We	also	noted	the	complaints	when	Farnsby	St.	was	re-designed,	and	the	underpass	was	replaced	with	a	

new	intervention:	a	‘shared’	crossing’	across	2	lanes	of	traffic	at	street	level.	

Then	the	new	crossing	at	Regent	Circus	was	unveiled	to	further	and	louder	public	dismay.		We	then	

committed	to	an	analysis	of	ALL	the	issues	to	do	with	the	inner	circulation	route,	looking	at	all	kinds	of	

vehicles	as	well	as	pedestrians’	issues.			

	

3.0		Research	Phase:		October	2014	–	March	2015	

To	initiate	this	research	process,	we	asked	3	councillors	to	address	a	meeting,	in	“Question	Time”	fashion,	

following	our	AGM	in	October	2014.		We	thank	these	councillors	(Dale	Heenan	as	Cabinet	Member	for	

Transport,	Bob	Wright	as	Central	Ward	Councillor,	and	Stan	Pajak	as	Eastcott	Ward	Councillor)	for	their	

participation	and	their	clarification	of	the	issues	at	this	meeting,	which	was	also	addressed	by	different	SBC	

Transport	Officers	who	explained	the	picture	in	a	manner	which	we	finally	could	get	to	grips	with.		We	

learned	3	things:	

3.1 There	has	been	no	intention	to	design	for	traffic	‘circulation’	around	the	town	centre	--	rather	for		a		
‘park-where-you-enter-only’	system.		This	understanding	had	not	emerged	despite	our	efforts	to	

engage	with	the	Local	Plan	process,	and	statements	by	SBC	in	the	press.		It	needed	this	live	event	and	

discussion	for	the	audience	to	fully	‘get’	the	intention,	which	is	based	upon	the	goal	of	preventing		

traffic	crossing	the	town	centre	to	reach	the	other	side	of	the	town,	rather	than	circulating	using	the	

outer	ring	roads.	

	

3.2 	We	realised	that	our	long-standing	appeal	for	a	road	connecting	East	and	West	Swindon,	by	crossing	

the	mainline	via	Wichelstowe,	was	still	relevant	to	the	town	centre	traffic	problem,	as	we	had	long	

argued.		If	the	road	that	was	planned	since	1945	had		been	built	(and	it	still	COULD	be),	rather	than	the	

tortuous	one	proposed	via	Junction	16	of	the	M4,	then	vehicles	would	not	be	trying	to	cross	Swindon	(E	

to	W,	and	vice	versa)	via	the	town	centre!			

In	this	argument	we	have	long	enjoyed	the	support	and	resources	of	CPRE	(Council	for	the	Protection	of	

Rural	England),	which	engaged	a	consultant	traffic	planner	to	look	at	the	situation,	and	who	proposed	a	

route	over	the	mainline	which	we	supported	and	continue	to	support.		When	we	sought	explanation	for	

why	this	earlier	route	was	abandoned,	we	were	told	that	it	would	be	too	expensive	to	pay	for	a	right-of-

way	over	or	under	the	mainline.		We	asked	how	much,	and	were	told	that	Network	Rail	had	not	even	been	

approached;	rather	that	it	had	been	‘understood’	to	be	too	expensive!	

3.3 	We	also	learned	that	the	re-alignment	and	destruction	of	amenity	at	Whale	Bridge	was	a	result	of	the	

outline	planning	permission	to	the	Kimmerfields	(formerly	‘Union	Square’)	potential	developers,	Muse.		

We	have	been	told	that	Muse	funded	the	alterations,	with	a	view	to	removing	the	elevated	roadway	in	

Fleming	Way,	and	calming	the	traffic	along	that	route	by	re-locating	it	north	of	the	proposed	



development.		We	understand	that	Muse	are	not	yet	committed	to	building	the	mixed	use	offices,	flats	

and	retail	area	at	Kimmerfields	until	‘the	market	is	ready’;	we	hope	there	may	yet	be	time	to	look	at	the	

impact	of	these	plans	carefully	so	that	the	best	possible	outcome	may	be	achieved	in	due	course.			

Effectively,	the	intention	is	to	expand	the	town	centre	by	taking	the	new	area	Kimmerfields	area		into	the	

inner	retail	core,	by	removing	the	underpass	and	lowering	Fleming	Way,	and	calming	Fleming	Way	by	

permitting	only	bus	traffic	to	flow	there.		We	considered	this	carefully	in	further	research	and	could	see	

how	this	might	be	accommodated,	and	even	be	desirable	in	deleting	the	Fleming	Way	underpass,	but	only	

with	an	appropriate	design	treatment	of	the	facing	sides	of	Corporation	Street	and	Manchester	Road	

(which	are	outside	the	Kimmerfields	boundary).	

	

4.0		Design	and	Report	Phase		

Having	come	to	the	above	understandings,	however	belatedly,	we	worked	together	with	the	support	of	an	

advisory	planner/architect,	who	has	European	experience	of	traffic	planning	in	heritage	contexts,	and	tried	

to	see	whether	there	might	be	possible	solutions	to	the	tangled	mess	that	is	now	Swindon	town	centre’s	

(non)circulation.	

We	produced	a	‘DRAFT	Report’,	outlining	all	the	ideas	we	had	developed,	with	illustrations,	and	decided	to	

consult	our	members	and	the	general	public	in	March	2015,	before	finally	presenting	the	report	to	SBC	and	

the	Swindon	South	MP	after	the	May	election.	

This	report	provided	the	graphic	images	for	the	display,	and	underpinned	the	discussions	which	we	had	

with	shoppers	in	the	Brunel	Plaza,	as	summarised	below.		It	is	included	below	as	Appendix	1,	and	should	be	

read	in	conjunction	with	the	Consultation	responses	reported	as	Appendix	2.	

	

5.0		Public	Consultation	Exercise:		Brunel	Plaza		‘Pop-up	Shop’	23rd	March	-	1
st
	April	2015																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																						

A	shop	was	booked	within	the	Brunel	Plaza,	prominently	located	near	to	the	main	entrance,	next	to	Lush	

and	Waterstone’s	shops,	for	a	public	consultation	exercise	focussed	on	our	‘Swindon	Town	Centre	

Circulation	Study	and	Draft	Proposals’.		We	found	this	location	to	be	ideal,	as	it	could	be	locked	and	left	

overnight.		We	gratefully	acknowledge	the	kind	provision	of	the	space,	and	the	support	of	the	Brunel	

Centre	staff	throughout.			

We	also	gratefully	acknowledge	the	support	from	Swindon	Borough	Council	by	means	of	a	£1000	

Community	Grant	to	fund	the	‘real’	costs	of	the	project,	as	well	as	the	quality	printing	provided	by	Mike	

Horan	Printing.		The	‘in	kind’	costs	of	this	work	included	70+	hours	of	voluntary	time,	in	the	shop	alone.		

Other	resources	essential	to	delivering	this	project	included	the	generous	office	space	provided	by	The	

Mechanics’	Trust	over	the	past	10	months,	and	Swindon	Civic	Voice’s	own	display	systems	and	reference	

materials.		The	recent	kind	provision	of	laptops	by	Intel	has	enabled	much	more	efficient	working	both	in	

the	office	and	out	and	about;	we	will	use	these	in	future	consultations/displays.				

The	shop	display	was	set	up	by	the	Trustees	on	Monday	&	Tuesday,	21-22
nd
	March.		It	opened	from	11am	

to	4pm	on	the	following	8	days,	excepting	Sunday	29
th
	March.	

The	prominent	location	and	a	display	designed	to	attract	attention	combined	to	produce	a	consultation	

which	met	all	of	our	expectations.		We	wished	for	a	greater	number	of	written	responses,	but	were	

gratified	by	the	quality	of	engagement	from	the	many	shoppers	who	stopped	to	look	and	discuss	the	

issues.				We	might	have	promoted	the	exercise	more	widely	and	earlier,	but	wanted	to	be	sure	it	was	of	an	

appropriate	standard	of	information	and	that	we	could	manage	it	with	a	volunteer	rota.		We	now	have	

increased	confidence	that	we	can	deliver	such	consultations	effectively,	and	are	hoping	to	more	widely	

consult	on	this	project,	if	we	can	access	a	slot	at	the	Central	Library	after	the	publication	of	this	report.	



	

5.1		Feedback	from	Visitors	to	the	Shop;	

In	any	event,	we	were	gratified	by	the	number	of	shoppers	who	looked	at	the	exhibition,	and	took	it	

seriously:	

• The	shop	was	‘staffed’	by	a	rota	of	at	least	1	Trustee	at	all	times,	and	at	least	one	other	Trustee	or	

volunteer;	the	volunteer	was	a	Spanish-qualified	architect/planner,	who	had	produced	the	

drawings,	and	had	helped	in	much	of	the	research	phase	of	the	study;	we	wish	to	acknowledge	the	

invaluable	contribution	of	Maria	Rojas	in	producing	this	study	over	the	past	10	months;	all	6	

Trustees	also	committed	substantial	time	weekly	to	this	project	over	that	same	period,	and	all	

spent	long	periods	‘on	duty’	in	the	shop,	including	transporting	and	building	the	display;		

	

• It	was	difficult	to	keep	a	good	count,	but	the	volunteers	considered	that	approximately	20-40	good	

conversations	occurred	on	each	day	(closed	on	the	very	wet	Sunday);	

	

• Some	180	took	away	the	3	sides	of	questions	to	complete;	however,	only	30	sets	of	replies	were	

ultimately	deposited	in	the	box	in	the	shop;	all	comments	are	detailed	at	the	end	of	this	report;	

	

• Many	visitors	offered	suggestions	or	information	of	their	own,	and	these	comments	were	‘posted’	

on	the	display	for	later	visitors	to	see,	to	encourage	written	responses;	

	

• Some	people	questioned	issues	beyond	our	scope	(especially	Bruce	St.	Bridges	and	Thamesdown	

Drive)),	which	we	noted	to	pass	along;	these	are	not	included	in	this	report;	

	

• After	3	days,	we	tried	another	method	of	gaining	measurable	responses,	by	mounting	a	list	of	our	7	

proposals,	and	providing	green/red	dots	for	‘agree’/’disagree’	responses;			____	people	took	up	this	

method,	and	responses	are	compiled	below;	there	was	some	overlap	with	the	persons	returning	

questionnaires,	but	each	set	of	information	is	reported	separately,	in	The	Appendix.		We	received	

some	very	interesting	and	thoughtful	comments,	and	hope	they	will	be	carefully	read.	

	

• Only	1	of	our	proposals	did	not	receive	over-whelming	support,	using	the	dots;	this	was	the	

proposal	for	2-way	traffic	in	Commercial	Road;	discussions	identified	that	this	was	based	upon	the	

view	that	there	was	either	‘not	enough	room’	or	that	the	junction	at	the	Rolleston	Arms	was	not	

suitable;	

	

6.0		Conclusion:			

	We	consider	that	there	was	knowledgeable	(not	‘representative’)	consideration	given	to	our	proposals,	

and	that	this	Report	should	now	be	submitted,	along	with	the	summary	of	consultation,	for	consideration	

by	all	statutory	agencies	with	interest	in	these	issues,	as	well	as	the	2	bus	companies,	taxi	firms,	and	

relevant	community	groups	across	Swindon.	

We	will	proceed	to	produce	further	drawings	illustrating	or	altering	our	proposals	on	the	basis	of	the	

consultation	comments	received	so	far,	and	as	the	project	continues..	

We	will	publish	the	Report	as	it	stands	now	on	our	website,	with	a	view	to	adding	further	content	to	that	

site	as	our	next	objective.		Members	and	others	can	offer	their	feedback	via	that	site:		

www.swindoncivicvoice.org.uk.	

	

	



Appendix	1:		Original	Report,	prior	to	Public	Consultation,	

including	Illustrations:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Swindon	Town	Centre	Circulation	Study:		

Interim	Report	as	at	17	March	2015	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



1.0 Background:	

Swindon	Civic	Voice	has	been	concerned	for	many	years	about	aspects	of	the	traffic	circulation	around	the	

edge	of	the	town	centre.		Our	attention	was	first	raised	long	ago,	by	the	introduction	of	west-bound-only	

traffic	in	Holbrook	Way,	with	its	knock-on	impact	on	the	Railway	Village	roads.		Latterly,	we	have	noted	

local	people’s	dismay	with	the	alterations	at	Whale	Bridge,	at	Swindon	Station,	and	most	recently	at	

Regent	Circus.	

We	started	to	pull	information	together,	and	to	seek	‘a	better	way’	2	years	ago,	after	the	Whale	Bridge	

alterations.		We	will	shortly	be	seeking	local	citizens’	responses	to	our	analysis	of	the	problem/s	and	to	

some	suggested	improvements.		By	May	2015	we	expect	to	be	able	to	offer	an	updated	report	to	the	

various	authorities	(and	bus	companies)	involved,	and	to	seek	action	wherever	possible.	

Our	initial	suggestions	in	this	report	are	based	upon	the	premise	that	Swindon	town	centre’s	circulation	

capacity	needs	to	be	recognised,	accepted	and	designed	to	facilitate	traffic	movement/circulation	without	

confusion	and	without	intruding	town	centre	traffic	into	residential	neighbourhoods.	

We	aim	to	fit	only	a	pint	into	our	pint	pot	of	a	Town	Centre,	and	give	up	wishing	it	to	be	something	bigger.		

Our	town	centre	has	been	shaped	by	a	canal	with	its	bridges,	by	the	mainline	railway	with	its	bridges,	by	

commercial	and	institutional	expansions	from	the	1890’s,	by	some	less-than-adequate	1970’s	road	re-

alignments,	as	well	as	the	steeply	rising	hillside.		There	are	many	points	where	these	factors	constraint	

today’s	potential	circulation	around	the	retail	core.		

We	propose	to	aim	for	a	2-way/1-lane-each-way	circuit	around	the	inner	concentrated	business/retail	

district.		This	would	hopefully:	

• make	the	town	centre	more	comprehensible	to	visitors;		

• alleviate	much	resident	frustration,	and	‘rat-running’;	and	

• reduce	the	distances	travelled	(which	is	equivalent	to	reducing	volume	of	traffic).	

Swindon	is	a	major	town	at	the	centre	of	the	main	railway	line	across	the	South	of	England,	with	direct	rail	

and	motorway	access	between	London	and	Bristol,	and	onwards	to	Wales,	the	Southwest,	and	Europe.			

Swindon	would	benefit	from	still	further	North	and	South	connectivity;	but	with	mainline	electrification	in	

view,	we	need	to	maximise	our	opportunity	without	destroying	either	our	residential	amenity	or	economic	

potential;	our	suggestions	aim	to	increase	both.			

We	consider	that	the	expected	‘Kimmerfields	development’,	and	the	Prince’s	Street	areas	ear-marked	for	

‘cultural’	use,	could	offer	excellent	urban	living	capacity	and	amenities;	but	building	and	streetscape	design	

and	traffic	management	will	be	critical	factors	in	achieving	this	outcome.	

Equally	important	as	achieving	quality	regeneration	via	old	and	new	buildings,	and	attractive	uses,	Swindon	

MUST	resolve	its	traffic	capacity	and	circulation	challenges,	addressing	the	needs	of	vehicles	and	

pedestrians,	and	of	residents	and	visitors.		It	is	this	circulation	issue	which	this	document	attempts	to	

address.	

The	following	suggestions	arise	from	Swindon	Civic	Voice’s	committee	and	volunteers’	exploration	of	the	

currently	intended	circulation	(or	rather	non-circulation)	provisions,	as	we	have	come	to	understand	them.		

We	have	listened	to	local	residents’	concerns	and	tried	to	identify	a	less	tangled	and	more	efficient	and	

satisfying	experience	for	residents	and	visitors,	whether	on	wheels	or	by	foot.			

We	are	seeking	some	feedback	from	Swindon	officials,	while	we	also	take	these	proposals	forward	for	

public	consideration	and	suggestions.			



	

Figure	1:		Poster	from	Swindon	Civic	Voice’s	Initial	Effort	to	Explore	Circulation	Issues:			
The	Event	was	not	well	attended,	due	to	unfamiliar	location	and	to	short	timeframe	for	promotion,	but	was	
helpful	in	establishing	the	need	for	further	study,	and	led	to	SCV’s	focus	on	further	study.	
	
	
2.0 Suggestions	Arising	from	Desktop	Research:		Here	we	outline	our	objectives	thus	far,	with	a	view	to	

public	consultation	in	coming	months:	

2.1		To	identify	a	complete	outer	circuit	for	traffic,	such	that	there	is	no	need	to	cross	the	town	centre	or	

to	use	the	M4	to	get	to	from	East-to-West	or	West-to-East;	here	we	have	applied	the	traditional	wheel	

(with	rim,	spokes	and	hub)	model	for	urban	traffic:																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																						

Assuming	that	people	will	take	the	path	of	least	resistance,	this	would	require	(as	we	have	argued	

consistently	at	every	inquiry	ever	since	Wichelstowe	was	planned)	a	connecting	road	over/under	the	

railway	mainline	to	connect	with	Great	Western	Way.		This	was	recommended	by	CPRE	transport	

consultants	at	the	time,	and	by	planning	documents	since	1948	right	up	until	the	land	was	returned	from	

Wilts	County	Council	ownership	in	1997.	

We	have	been	told	that	it	has	been	assumed	that	this	is	too	expensive	to	negotiate	with	Network	Rail,	but	

we	urge	such	an	approach	to	clarify	choices.		Could	this	assumption	be	based	upon	the	fact	of	railway	



privatisation	since	earlier	plans	were	drawn?	Given	current	electrification,	perhaps	there	is	a	negotiating	

position?		Could	our	MP’s	help	here?	

The	present	plan	accepts	that	Old	Town	will	continue	to	be	unnecessarily	burdened	with	cross-town	

traffic.		Our	proposal	for	a	mainline	crossing	would	relieve	Kingshill	Road,	which	is	a	residential	street	that	

should	only	serve	as	access	to	and	from	Old	Town	itself.	

Relieving	Wootton	Bassett	Road	of	traffic	unnecessarily	using	Kingshill	would	in	turn	move	traffic	more	

rapidly	along	to	Faringdon	Road	roundabout.											

	

	 	 	

	

2.2 	To	identify	the	routes	(in	blue)	which	connect	the	outer	circuit	(in	green)	to	the	inner/town	centre	
circuit	(in	red),	in	a	simplified	schematic	format:													

	 						

Figure	2.2a	(above)																																																																																

Current	Plan	WITHOUT	Southern	Relief	Road																					

Figure	2.1:		Application	of	Inner/Outer	

Ring	Analysis	to	Swindon	Pattern:		The	
red	dotted	circle	illustrates	the	‘Missing	
Link’	across	the	mainline	to	Great	
Western	Way,	which	undesirably	forces	
traffic	onto	Wootton	Bassett	Road	and	
Kingshill,	and	is	not	compensated	for	by	
making	traffic	use	either	the	M4	or	the	
town	centre	to	get	from	one	side	of	
Swindon	to	the	other.	



	

	

Figure	2.2b	(above):	

Potential	WITH	Southern	Relief	Road	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2.3 	To	recognise	the	impact	upon	small	residential	neighbourhoods	of	traffic	displaced	by	current	

access	routes	(in	blue).			

	

We	identify	8	such	routes	currently	in	use	(which	might	be	reduced	to	7	with	our	proposals).		We	also	note	

that	the	impact	upon	the	adjacent	Victorian	neighbourhoods	has	been	increased	over	the	past	15	years,	

and	may	well	be	associated	with	the	deterioration	of	‘sense	of	place’	and	‘neighbourhood’,	leading	to	so	

many	houses	in	Multiple	Occupation	in	what	were	and	are	still	potentially	family	houses.

	

Figure	2.3:		Victorian/New	Swindon/’railway	town’	Neighbourhoods	impacted	by	through	traffic	

associated	with	town	centre	access	

	

	



2.4		To	identify	an	agreed	inner	circuit	around	Town	Centre	(perhaps	2	of	them,	one	taking	in	the	area	

North	of	mainline;	but	we	are	focussing	on	the	south	side	of	the	mainline	for	now,	developing	North	Star	

and	Great	Western	Way	ideas	later,	which	might	include	planning	for	an	under/over	route	at	end	of	

Penzance	Drive).	

We	only	came	to		understand	(following	recent	helpful	discussions	with	Councillors	and	SBC	staff	at	an	

Event	following	our	2014	AGM)	the	Council’s	aim	of	expanding	the	inner	retail/commercial	core	to	take	in	

Kimmerfields,	and	the	associated	rationale	for	‘calming’	Fleming	Way;	we	seek	to	achieve	the	same	aim	via	

our	proposals.	

But	we	argue	that	cars	and	cycles	must	be	able	to	circulate	and	be	parked	conveniently	near	their	

destination,	and	not	prevented	from	easily	circuiting	the	central	area,	as	seems	currently	planned.		The	

provision	of	a	fully	connected	outer	circuit	will	itself	address	the	problem	of	through	traffic	(crossing	the	

town	centre	to	reach	the	other	side).										

2.5	To	seek	insofar	as	possible	an	inner	traffic	circuit	that	is	2-way	(see	also	Figure	2.4	Above).	

The	(mostly)	one-way	central	circuit	is	an	innovation	of	the	1970’s,	alongside	the	pedestrianisation	of	the	

main	shopping	district.		The	latter	was	arguably	successful;	but	the	one-way	circuit	was	only	intended	as	a	

stop-gap,	until	further	development	could	fund	the	necessary	system	(we	understand	this	from	

Swindonians	resident	here	in	1970’s,	who	also	recommended	“Bring	back	the	2-way	traffic”	in	an	earlier	

consultation	exercise	10	years	ago).	

This	single	objective	will	do	the	most	to	change	visitors’	experience	of	Swindon	town	centre.		Resident	

drivers	know	the	‘rat-runs’,	to	the	annoyance	of	other	residents,	but	lost	visitors	often	seek	advice	from	

pedestrians.	

									 	

					

	



			

Figures	2.5	(a	&b	above):		Comparison	diagrams	Illustrating	Complexity	of	1-Way	Circulation	

2.5.1	Now	that	we	understand	that	the	Council/Muse’s	aim	of	including	Kimmerfields	within	the	town	

centre	is	the	underlying	driver	for	excluding	cars	from	Fleming	Way,	we	can	see	this	working,	but	only	with	

careful	consideration	of	how	cars	will	flow	and	how	the	Railway	Station	can	be	accessed:	

		 	

Figure	2.5	(c)	(above)	



		 	

Figure	2.5(d)	(above):		Gyratory	Offering	Inproved	Flow	Near	Station	

We	believe	this	can	be	achieved	by	creating	a	gyratory	flow	near	Bridge	House	and	Holbrook	Way;	we	

recognise	that	this	might	involve	compulsory	purchase	of	several	(unattractive)	premises,	and	perhaps	

trimming	corners	or	lowering	roadway.																							

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2.6	 An	alternative	configuration	for	the	New	Bus	Station?	

We	suggest	that	the	introduction	of	1-way	flow	via	the	new	bend	in	Holbrook	Way	(an	innovation	not	in	

the	local	plan	at	the	time)	was	the	origin	of	many	negative	impacts	upon	residential	neighbourhoods	over	

the	past	15	years.	Traffic	flowing	west	to	east	follows	a	much	more	tortuous	route	than	does	the	one	

flowing	east	to	west,	as	illustrated	by	the	Figures	2.5(b	&	c,	above).		

We	suggest	resolving	this	problem	by	introducing	bus/(taxi?)/(cycle?)	access	from	Faringdon	Road	via	

Fleet	Street	onto	Fleming	Way;	cars	(and	taxis/cycles?)	to	use	Holbrook	Way	2-ways,	as	seen	in	Figure	2.4	

above	and	in	Figure	2.6	here:	

	

Fig	2.6:	Possible	Area	for	Consideration	as	Bus	Station?	



2.7	Associated	Improvements	might	include:	

2.7.1				People	to	stand	for	the	bus	outside	Faringdon	Road	shops,	as	before,	rather	than	in	

													the	‘rubbish	dump’	behind	Wetherspoon’s,	and	for	buses	to	stop	using	the	Railway		

													Village	as	an	authorised	‘rat	run’.	

	
2.7.2				The	removal	of	the	Railway	Village	bus	gate,	and	re-instatement	of	local	access	only			

													for	cars,	buses,	lorries,	taxis	and	cycles.	

	

2.7.3		 Re-design	of	the	proposed	location	of	the	Bus	Station,	such	that	John	Street	area	can	be	used	as	bus	

station,	nearer	even	to	town	centre	than	planned	(with	bus	and	taxi	access	in	Fleming	Way	and	cars		

circuiting	via	Holbrook	Way).		

	

2.7.4	 Pedestrian	access	to	Bridge	Street	from	bus	station;	this	would	up-grade	the	remaining	area	for	

future	new	uses:	

	

• removing	the	most	ungainly	of	the	existing	structures,		

• opening	the	area	to	sunlight,	and		

• providing	a	more	usable	shape	for	bus	uses.		

	

2.7.5	 A	direct	pedestrian	link	to	Bridge	Street	might	be	achieved,	by	removal	of	1	building,	enlivening	a	

deteriorated		retail/entertainment	area.	

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	



2.7.6	 Restoration	of	a	roundabout	at	Whale	Bridge,	permitting	cars	to	access	the	new	car	park	from	

Fleming	Way	and	to	access	Prince’s	Street	as	before,	without	circuiting	Beckhampton	Street.		This	would	

still	leave	a	‘calmed’,	mixed	use,	level	crossing	from	Parade	to	Kimmerfields.			

	

	

	

	

	

	

2.7.7	 Re-design	crossing	by	Law	Courts	to	southern	side	of	junction,	and	design	attractive	pedestrian	

crossing/access	from	Law	Courts	into	retail	area.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

2.7.8.	 Re-design	Farnsby/Faringdon	junction	to	roundabout	and	improving	safety	at	Villett	Street	crossing.	

	

2.7.9	 Consider	reversing	bus	lane	on	both	sides	of	Park	Lane	roundabout,	if	legal.	

	

	

									 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2.8	 	We	also	wish	to	introduce	the	possibility	of	creating	a	pedestrian	‘Heritage	Route’:		

	

• flowing	without	interruption	from	the	Swindon	Works	Outlet	Centre,		

• past	NT	and	EH,		

• through	the	Tunnel,		

• along	the	south	(sunny)	side	of	Emlyn	Square,		

• crossing	over	at	Milton	Road	,	

• continuing	up	a	‘greened’	route	past	the	Health	Hydro	etc.,	

• to	the	(restored	with	balustrades)	bridge	over	the	canal,		

• with	the	Rolleston	in	focal	view	(historic	railway	pub),	and		

• connecting	with	the	modern	retail	area	at	the	Market	Site	

	

	

Resolving	the	intrusion	of	wheeled	traffic	in	the	Village	Conservation	Area	(by	facilitating	2-way	flow	

centrally)	would	permit	the	re-instatement	of	a	pedestrian	crossing	from	Emlyn	Square	to	Milton	Road,	

removed	in	1970’s.				

	

This	would	be	a	major	improvement	in	the	experience	of	both	pedestrian	visitors	and	residents,	and	

promote	understanding	of	Swindon’s	very	best	heritage	complex	(both	Conservation	Areas	either	side	of	

the	mainline).	

	

	

	
	

Figure	2.8:		Potential	Heritage	Character	Routes	into	Town	Centre	(other	key	routes	as	red	dots)	

	 	 	

	



2.8.1		Proposed	Artwork	

As	part	of	this	Route,	an	opportunity	exists	to	realise	a	long-standing	community	aspiration	for	a	cluster	of	

memorial	statues	at	this	junction,	where	2000	workers	crossed	4	times	daily	for	more	than	a	century;	it	

would	also	serve	as	a	landmark	along	the	route.			

	The	proposal	is	for	5	men	and	boys	sculpted	in	stainless	steel	(perhaps	sitting	atop	the	plinths	being	

removed	from	Havelock	Street?)	commemorating	these	workers	who	shaped	New	Swindon	(as	well	as	a	

railway	that	still	functions	today).	

An	associated	plain-faced	clock	could	be	sited	on	the	corner	plinth	of	the	Health	Hydro,	above	the	plaque,	

where	a	glass	lantern	used	to	hang	as	recently	as	1984.			

The	2	components	would	together	be	termed	‘Dinner	Hour’	according	to	the	proposal,	which	was	

enthusiastically	supported	more	than	10	years	ago	by	the	90	former	BREL	workers	who	still	meet	at	Central	

Community	Centre	weekly.	

	 	



2.9		Regent	Circus	

Of	course,	Regent	Circus	also	needs	to	be	addressed	in	the	hope	of	achieving	a	2-way	circuit.	

2.9.1			Here	we	suggest	a	return	to	2	lanes,	with	2-way	flow.		

The	Regent	Circus	‘island’	might	remain	a	second	gyratory?		Some	thought	must	exist	inside	SBC	re	the	

former	Central	Church	and	triangular	island?		Could	the	church	site	(for	sale	now;	CPO?)	be	encroached	for	

traffic	rationalisation,	and	the	remainder	greened	for	use	of	adjacent	school?			

We	suggest	considering		2-way	flow	on	Commercial	Road	(with	access	from	Morrison’s	exit	onto	

Commercial	Road,	to	flow	east	for	exit	of	town	centre).		The	attempt	at	1-lane	here	has	been	an	

unsuccessful	attempt	to	bring	the	new	development	closer	to	the	town	centre,	to	the	dis-advantage	of	

pedestrians,	and	needs	to	be	resolved	urgently.	Unfortunately,	a	few	houses	in	the	lower	part	of	Eastcott	

Hill	would	be	impacted	by	traffic	which	are	not	at	present,	but	these	would	be	fewer	than	in	Crombey	

Street	and	Curtis	Street	(where	houses	are	downhill	and	in	direct	line	of	vehicles		approaching).	Choices,	

choices…	that’s	why	public	consultation	is	so	important.	

	

2.10	Streetscapes			

Additionally,	the	built	design	of	the	eastern	side	of	Corporation	Street,	and	the	terrace	of	houses	in	

Manchester	Road	(western	end)	needs	to	be	considered	(perhaps	screened	with	deep	vegetation	as	they	

will	cost	too	much	to	acquire/replace),	and	the	junction	shaped	to	facilitate	a	smooth	flow,	with	a	

roundabout.	

	

2.11	Conclusion	(for	now):	

All	of	our	analysis	and	suggestions	here	are	speculative,	and	subject	to	further	development	and	revision	

once	feedback	is	obtained	from	Swindon	Borough	Council,	and	from	Swindon	citizens	in	a	public	

consultation	effort	to	commence	soon.	
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1. 	What	is	your	most	regular	means	of	Transport	to	and	from	the	Town	Centre?	

		__	Live	in	town	centre	area	and	walk__________________________	

		__	Car	(where	do	you	Park?)_________________________________	

		__	Bus	(which	Route?)______________________________________	

		__	Taxi	(which	Company?)___________________________________	

		__	Cycle	(where	do	you	leave	it	locked?)_______________________	

		__	Walking/Wheelchair/Mobility	Scooter______________________	

	

2. BY	CAR:		Which	route	do	you	normally	take	going	to	and	from	the	Town										

Centre?		(Please	see	large	map	for	routes):	

	

		__	Rodbourne	Road																									__	Cricklade	Road/Low	Bridge	

		__	Manchester	Road																								__	Fleming	Way	

		__	Groundwell	Road																								__	Victoria	Road	

		__	Eastcott	Road																															__	Wootton	Bassett	Road			

	

3.		How	often	do	you	come	into	the	Town	Centre?	

			__	Daily,	to	work	

			__	Daily,	other	reason	

			__	Weekly	on:		Mon/Tues/Weds/Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun	(please	circle)		

			__	For	Special	Events	or	Occasionally	

			__	Other?_______________________________________________	

							

4.		What	do	you	enjoy	about	your	journey	into/out	of	Town	Centre?	

	

	

5.		Do	you	experience	any	problems	on	these	journeys?	

	

	

6.		Do	you	have	any	suggestions	as	to	how	the	routes	you	take	(in	and	out)	could	be	

improved?	

	

7.		Do	you	have	any	other	suggestions	about	getting	around	the	Town	Centre?	(over)	

Transport	Survey:	

YOUR	Experiences?	



Responses	to	SCV	Transport	Survey:	“YOUR	Experiences?”		March	2015	

	 Q1:		Regular	
means	of	

transport	to	TC?	

Q2:	Regular	
route	to	
TC?	

Q3:			
How	often	to	

TC?	

Q4:			
Enjoy	

Journey?	

Q5:		Problems?	 Q6:	
Suggestions	
re	your	
Route?	

Q7:		Any	other	TC	circulation	
suggestions?	

001	 Yes																																																																							
If	using	car	for	
shopping	use	the	one	
by	the	market.																																																			
No	buses	of	any	use.		
Several	taxi	co’s.																																																									
N/A																																																					
Frequently	use	the	
canal	path.																	
Dissappointed	that	
the	crossing	over	
Farnsby	St	closed	a	
safe	subway	

I	use	William	
Street,	
Faringdon	
Road,	Farnsby	
St	into	town;																						
Cromby	,	
Curtis,	Radnor	
out	of	town.	

N/A																																											
N/A																																																	
Tues,	Thurs,	Sat	-	
any	day;		
I	frequently	walk	
in.																						
N/A																																												
Library,	Wyvern,	
special	Events,	
Cinema,	to	catch	
a	train.	

I	enjoy	using	
the	canal	walk	
from	Kingshill	
Road	to	town-	
once	very	safe,	
now	a	
nightmare	
crossing	
Farnsby	St	

Crossing	Farnsby	St													
Crossing	Regent	
Circus	

Put	a	crossing	on	
Farnsby	St	&	at	
Regent	Circus.	
Install	traffic	
lights,	pedestrian	
crossings	(not		
shared)	

There	should	be	a	hop	on	and	off	Small	
bus	that	serves	the	town	centre	and	
surrounding	streets	and	goes	up	and	
down	and	around	old	town.	When	we	
moved	to	our	house	in	the	1970's	there	
were	buses	up	and	down	Kingshill,	
Clifton	Street	and	Westcott	Place.	Now	
if	I	can't	walk	to	tehe	town	centre	to	
catch	a	hospital	bus,	if	well	enough	I	
drive	or	take	a	taxi.	Years	ago	there	
were	plans	for	a	peripheral	Rd	that	
would	take	all	the	traffic	(except	local	
access)	off	Wootton	Bassett	Rd	and	
Kingshill	Rd.	What	Happened	to	that?	
Kingshill	and	Wootton	Bassett	Rd	are	
worse	than	ever.	
When	we	moved	to	our	house	in	the	
1970’s,	there	were	buses	up	and	down	
Kingshill,	Clifton	St	and	Westcott	Place.		
Now	if	I	can’t	walk	to	the	town	centre	to	
catch	hospital	bus,	if	well	enough	I	drive	
or	take	a	taxi.	
Years	ago,	there	were	plans	for	
aperipheral	Rd	that	would	take	all	the	
traffic	off	Wootton	Bassett	Rd	&	
Kingshill	Rd.		What	happened	to	that?		
Kingshill	&	Woottton	Bassett	Rd.	are	
worse	than	ever!			Thank-you.	
	



002	 Live	in	town	centre	&	
walk;	by	car	weekly,	
on	Thursdays	(rest	=	
NA)	

Via	Crombey	&	
Curtis	Sts.	

Weekly	on	
Thursday	

NA	 I	have	to	drive	up	a	
backway,	then	up	
Dryden	St,	down	
Deacon	St,	into	
Crombey,	turning	
right	into	Curtis	St	to	
get	into	Commercial	
Road	to	do	my	
weekly	shopping.	

Open	up	the	
backway	
between	Dryden	
and	Whitehead,	
or	make	Curtis	St.	
2-way	again.		
(This	would	mean	
all	parking	in	
Curtis	St	would	
have	to	go.)	

Follow	the	Swindon	Civic	Voice	plan	for	
a	2-way	circular	route	around	the	town	
–	I	thought	it	was	excellent.	
	

003	 Bus	(#13-14)	 NA	 Tues/Thurs/Sat	 NA	 NA	 Use	Route	16	and	
16X	to	pick	up	
passengers	along	
Queens	Dr.,	
rather	than	run	
mostly	empty	

Swindon	centre	is	a	place	to	avoid	by	
car.	

004	 Bus	(#8	&	9)	 NA	 Weekly,	Tues	&	
Fri	

I’m	close	to	
bus	stops;	
doesn’t	take	
long	–		
15	mins,	bus	
every	10	

No	 The	route	
through	the	
Railway	Village	is	
less	than	ideal.	

The	whole	pedestrian	experience,	
outside	the	mainpedestrian	areas	needs	
improvement;	back	alleys	full	of	bins!	

005	 Car,	parking	in	
Wyvern	CP	

Fleming	Way	 NA	 NA	 Lots	of	traffic	lights	 NA	 Re-open	Fleming	Way	to	cars	

006	 Car	 Disabled	Pkg	
centrally;	well-
signed	from	
M4;	followed	
signs	up	
Farnsby	to	
Dis/pkg;		

First	visit	(from	
Cardiff)	

Got	many	
shops	&	choice	
of	car	parks;	
well-signed	
from	M4	

None	 Would	be	good	to	
have	a	Park&Ride	

Found	town	centre	easy	to	get	around:	
4hrs	for	£2	=	good;	Cardiff=£11/day;	
P&R=£3	

007	 Bus	(via	Oxford	Rd)		 NA	 Sat/Sun/Mon	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	
008	 Cycle	(park	under	

office)	
NA	 Daily	to	work	 Nothing;	cycle	

paths	are	in	
poor	condition.	

Insufficient	signage	to	
keep	pedestrians	and	
cyclists	apart	on	
shared	paths	

Better	signage	 NA	



009	 Car	(park	at	bus	
station)	

Use	
Manchester	
Rd,	Fleming	
Way,	Vic	Rd,	
WBassett	Rd	

Daily,	to	work	 Quiet	journey	 Only	in	the	centre	 Sort	out	the	
roads	around	
Whale	Bridge	

More	parking	and	more	easy	
accessibility	not	less.	

010	 Live	in	town	centre	
and	walk	

NA	 Daily,	along	
Groundwell	Road	

Other	
pedestrians	

Pollution;	crossing	
roads	

Restrict	lorries	
(eg,	driving	
schools)	

NA	

011	 Live	in	TC	&	walk;	Bus	
#17;Cross	St	
taxis=VGood;	too	
dangerous	to	cycle;	
was	a	cyclist	since	I	
was	18	

NA	 Daily,	not	to	work	 NA	 Traffic	jams	and	
needless	journeys	up	
‘no	right	turn’	streets	

Improve	the	flow	
of	traffic	back	
onto	main	roads	
and	stop	
encouraging	
traffic	onto	side	
streets	
/residential	areas	

Getting	rid	of	current	planners	and	get	
people	in	doing	for	the	people,	not	the	
money.		Currently,	if	you	come	in	from	
Transfer	Bridges,	to	get	to	TC	say,	where	
I	live,	you	go	all	the	way	along	County	
Rd	because	you	can’t	turn	right	
anywhere.		So	all	the	way	to	Magic	R,	
then	back	again	to	get	into	town.	You	
then	go	all	along	Fleming	Way	to	find	
you	can’t	turn	right	into	Corporation	St,	
so	you	go	up	Prince’s	St	and	Islington	St,	
then	back	on	yourself	to	go	back	into	
Prince’s	St,	left	at	Corp.	St	and	there	you	
are.			
As	a	40+	local,	I	can	100%	testify	the	TC	
has	been	totally	messed	up.		Drivers	are	
avoiding	the	traffic	lights	by	Jury’s	Inn,	
and	again,	up	1)	Drove	Rd	and	into	
Groundwell	Rd.	2)Newcastle	St	3)Spring	
Gardens	and	avoiding	the	lights	and	
queu	at	Jury’s	Inn	&	Prince’s	St.		At	
Groundwell	Rd	by	the	Italian	
Restaurant,	the	crossing	lights	have	
been	removed,	making	it	difficult	to	
cross	to	go	to	Old	Town.		Come	so	fast	
by	Commercial	Rd,	you	take	your	life	in	
your	hands.		And	Regent	Circus,	God	
help	you	if	you	are	blind!		Crombey	St.	



was	‘traffic-calmed’,	but	traffic	being	
encouraged	to	go	that	way.	
Transfer	Bridges	works	well,	why	
change	it?		With	increase	of	traffic	by	
Manchester	Rd,	drivers	are	in	the	wrong	
lane	by	lights	at	bus	station	and	leaping	
about	and	jumping	the	new	lights	and	
causing	so	many	near	misses	each	day.		
Others	trying	to	turn	right	into	
Wellington	St.		I	have	complained	about	
this.		Nothing	done	and	no	follow	up.		
You,	the	town	planners,	have	wholly	
wrecked	my	town	I	used	to	be	so	proud	
of.		I	am	currently	planning	on	moving	
away.			

012	 Car;	park	in	Fleet	St.;	
bus	(#13-14-2);	
taxi=Cross	St;	walking	
w/wheelchair	

Use	Fleming	
Way	

Weekly	on	
M/Thurs/Fri	

Nothing	 Yes,	takes	longer	
since	I	do	extra	¼	to	
½	mile	if	by	car;	if	
wheelchair	or	walk	
not	safe	crossing	by	
Halford’s;	dangerous	
to	use	

Yes,	put	some	
safety	measure	at	
Halford	
Roundabout.		
Change	the	way	
cars	and	lorries	
have	to	go.		Put	
back	a	
roundabout	by	
Jury’s	Inn.		This	
will	save	fuel	for	
car	drivers	and	
for	people	
walking	easier	to	
cross	road	at	
Halford	R’sbout,	
and	have	light	on	
roundabout	by	
Jury’s	Inn	

If	you	do	this	one	way	people	will	not	
come	into	town	as	buses	do	not	run	
often	enough	for	some	parts	of	Swindon	
and	people	will	find	it	easier	to	shop	
West	Swindon,	Eldene.		Also	make	it	
safer	to	walk;	pavements	are	bad.	

013	 Car,	parking	in	Brunel	
car	park	

Victoria	Road	 Other:		When	I	
am	home	from	

The	view	on	
the	road	from	

Traffic	 Fill	pot	holes	 NA	



university			 Highworth	to	
S.	Marston	

014	 Bus;	#55	 NA	 Every	other	day	I	
do	shopping	

On	top	of	
double-decker	
and	views	

No	 Don’t	know	 No	

015	 Live	in	town	centre	
and	walk	

NA	 Other:		Resident	 Nothing	 Heavy	traffic	 NA	 Re-install	Park&Rides	

016	 Live	in	town	centre	&	
walk	

NA	 Daily	(Retired	
volunteer)	

Meeting	
people	along	
the	way	

Impatient/dangerous	
drivers;	cyclists	on	
pavement	&	
especially	going	the	
wrong	way	from	
behind	you.	

Pedestrian	
crossing	at	Milton	
Road	needed;	
2-way	needed	in	
Commercial	Rd;	
short-term	lay-
bys	in	
Commercial	Rd;	
drive-up	cash	
point	under	ramp	
at	Sainsbury’s?	

Have	design	workshops	to	explore	
residents’	experiences	and	shape	
improvements.		
(car/bus/cycle/foot/disabled)	

017	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	
018	 Bus	#9;	Viking	taxi;	

walking	with	stick	
NA	 M/F/Sat	(no	

buses	Sun)	
Nothing	 No	 No	comment	 No	

019	 Cycle,	leave	at	
Library,	Wharf	Green	

NA	 Daily,	not	work	 NA	 Wootton	Bassett	
Road	puddle	
formation	(flooding)	

NA	 Better	cycle	lanes	in	Commercial	Rd	

020	 Car,	park	in	Brunel	
North	

Rodbourne	Rd	
&	Cricklade	Rd	

Weekly	on	Mon	 Not	a	lot,	but	
the	flowers	in	
Faringdon	Park	
are	lovely;	
Wesleyan	
Church	&	
Mechanics	
Inst.	

Traffic	jams	 By	allowing	the	
traffic	to	flow,	
and	in	all	areas;	
open	non-used	
bus	lanes	

More	covered	area	would	be	nice	

	

	



SCVoice	Town	Centre	Circulation:	Comments	at	Exhibition	in	Brunel	Plaza,	25th	March-1st	April	2015	

	 Q1:		In	General…	 Q2:		
@Whale	
Bridge?	

Q3:		Fleming	
Bus	Station?		

Q4:		Lower	
Fleming		
Way?	

Q5:	What	@	
Kimmerfields	?	

Q6:	@	
Regent	
Circus?	

Q7:Commercial	
Road?	

Q8:	
Farnsby	
Crossing?	

Q9:	
Wichelstow	
Connection?	

Q10:		2-way	
circulation?	

Q11:		
Neighbourhoods	

less	traffic?	
001	 The	exhibition	was	

very	good	&	those	
manning	it	very	
helpful.	It	was	great	
to	have	the	
opportunity	to	have	
a	say.	I	hope	it	will	
move	to	the	library.	
Several	people	I	
spoke	to	afterwards	
thought	that	it	would	
be	a	good	place	as	
they	missed	it.	
The	Plans	looked	
really	good	with	
traffic	circulation	
both	ways	around	
Swindon.	Agreed	
with	all	the	proposals	

Yes,	re-instate	
as	a	
roundabout	

Yes.	Bus	Station	
would	be	more	
central	to	
shopping	and	
Trains.	

If	this	fits	in	
with	the	
proposals	

Flat,	Offices,	Green	
space,	Water,	
Retail.	
Mixture	of	
development	

Pedestrian	
crossings		
re-installed	
with	lights.	
The	present	
system	is	a	
nightmare	for	
pedestrians	
and	drivers.	

Two	ways	if	other	
plans	viewed	are	in	
place.	But	not	unless	
pedestrian	crossings	
with	lights	are	put	in	
place	at	Regents	
Circus	

Yes	it	does,	
BUT	there	
needs	to	be	a	
crossing	at	
the	top	where	
the	canal	walk	
from	Kingshill	
emerges	on	
Farnsby	St.	

Yes.	This	was	the	
original	plan	
years	ago	to	take	
traffic	off	
Kingshill	and	
Wootton	Bassett	
Rd	

Yes	this	looked	
very	effective	

Yes-every	effort	
should	be	made	to	
decrease	through	
traffic	without	putting	
town	centre	facilities	
at	risk	through	lack	of	
support	

002	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
003	 Swindon	planning	for	

town	centre	is	a	
nightmare.		There	is	
now	no	direct	route	
to	the	town	centre	
by	car	and	local	
residents	issues	have	
been	ignored.	

Absolutely	
abominable.		
You	now	have	
to	travel	½	
mile	in	a	car	
instead	of	50	
yards.	

Why	was	the	bus	
station	not	made	
big	enough	to	
take	all	the	
buses,	instead	of	
using	Fleming	
Way.	Ie,	why	
wasn’t	the	now	
defunct	car	park	
behind	the	bus	
station	made	as	
part	of	the	bus	
station	for	
buses?	

Was	this	
thought	of:		
Remove	
underpasses	
and	keep	
roundabout?			
Bit	late	now.	

This	could	have	
been	used	to	make	
a	larger	bus	station.	

Car	park	
entrance	&	
exit	is	
dangerous.		
Why	are	
there	not	
proper	
pedestrian	
crossing	other	
than	raised	
pavements	
which	are	not	
crossings,	but	
people	think	
they	are;	
accidents	
waiting	to	
happen.	

NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 Yes,	but	their	opinions	
do	not	seem	to	count.	

004	 Both	the	circulating	
wheeled	traffic	plus	
pedestrian	access	
around	the	town	
requires	to	be	

This	change	
has	taken	
place	for	a	
future	local	
need,	but	does	

Further	to	walk	
from	the	main	
shopping	area	

A	good	idea.	 2	floors	
retail/commercial;	
upper	floors	for	
university	facilities	

A	complete	
re-routing	of	
traffic	to	
allow	the	
pedestrian	

2-way	may	be	more	
convenient.	

Not	really	
working	for	
me.	

Would	be	a	
useful	asset.	

Yes.	 Absolutely.	



substantially	
upgraded	to	make	it	
a	pleasant	
experience.	

not	take	into	
account	wider	
issues;	
shortsighted.	

way	to	flow	
freely.	

005	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
006	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
007	 It	would	make	more	

sense	to	have	the	
new	bus	station	at	
the	site	at	Fleet	St.	
behind	the	where	
the	car	park	is	at	the	
moment.	

NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	

008	 Too	high	level	with	
little	information	at	
detailed	level	or	
timescale	

Utterly	stupid.		
Cannot	turn	
right	to	go	to	
Vic	Hill.		Now	
have	to	go	to	
Halfords	and	
use	that	
roundabout.		
Whoever	
designed	it	
should	be	
fired!!!	

Losing	a	carpark	
is	ridiculous	in	
the	office	area	
around	Milford	
House/Western	
House.	

Pointless.		
Spend	the	
money	
elsewhere	
such	as	social	
housing.	

No	more	shops	or	
fast	food	joints.		
The	city	centre	has	
plenty	of	empty	
shops	and	we	do	
not	need	more!!	

NA	 Both-ways	 Don’t	use	it.	 No;	GW	Way	is	
already	too	busy.	

Yes.	 NA	

009	 The	2-way	roads	
around	town	will	
cause	chaos.		The	
traffic	is	already	a	
nightmare.		Less	
people	will	come	
into	town	and	even	
more	businesses	will	
move	out	of	the	
centre.	

It	already	is	
badly	planned;	
the	current	
idea	is	
ludicrous.	

There	isn’t	the	
space	for	it.		By	
taking	up	a	huge	
swathe	of	the	
roads,	people	
won’t	come	in.	

Good	idea.	 Green	space.	 It’s	done!	 One	way	 NA	 Yes	 No	 That	depends	on	the	
whole	plan	but	
housing	in	older	areas	
isn’t	designed	to	take	
m___traffic.	

010	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
011	 There	is	no	

circulation	of	traffic.		
You	drive	around	in	
large	circles,	getting	
nowhere.		It	started	
with	County	Rd.		You	
cannot	turn	right	at	
all.		So	all	the	way	
along	to	Magic	R	to	
go	all	the	way	back	
again.		Why?		
Holbrook	Way	is	a	
major	road,	so	why	

Major	disaster!	
Traffic	appears	
to	flow	well	
because	the	
car	drivers	are	
using	Spring	
Gardens	and	
Newcastle	St.		
You	can’t	turn	
right	at	Jury’s	
Inn,	so	cars	go	
around	side	
streets.		I	told	

Totally	wrong	
place	for	bus	
station.		This	is	a	
major	rd.	and	
traffic	will	be	
sent	onto	side	
streets	again.		
Already	the	
traffic	by	my	
house	is	so	
much,	the	roads	
are	getting	
saturated	and	

Nope.		Road	
works	well,	
traffic	flows.		
Never	any	
problems.		
Subway	works.	

Nothing.		Maybe	
green	space.		
Wrong	place	for	
museum.	

Oh	my	God.		
Regent	Circus	
and	
Commercial	
Rd	is	so	
dangerous.		
The	speed	of	
traffic	is	
scary.		Make	
it	w-way	
traffic	and	
slow	it	down.		
Regent	Circus	

2-way.		Or	1-way	
with	parking	and	
speed	cushions.	

I	use	it,	but	
most	people	
cross	at	the	
top	where	
once	again,	
the	crossing	
lights	were	
taken	away,	
at	a	natural	
crossing	point	
where	
subway	was	
taken	away.	

Yes.		Get	traffic	
away	from	town	
centre	that	
doesn’t	need	to	
be	here.	

We	desperately	
need	it.		It’s	
become	really	
dangerous	to	
live	and	work	in	
the	town	
centre.	

YES!	
Keep	it	on	the	main	
roads.	



shut	it	to	traffic,	to	
send	it	along	a	tiny	
Station	Rd.		People	
are	going	onto	all	the	
residential	side	
streets.		Why	are	the	
town	planners	doing	
this?		Buses	in	the	
Railway	Village	is	
wrong.		Traffic	
getting	sent	to	all	the	
wrong	roads,	to	
Fleming	Way,	shut	to	
cars,	all	up	Prince’s	
St	&	Islington	St	to	
park,	then	all	the	
way	back	again.		The	
1-way	system	
doesn’t	work.	

the	planners	
this	at	the	
meeting	at	the	
Library.	

dangerous	to	
cross,	plus	they	
get	into	wrong	
lanes.	Lots	of	
near	misses.	

needs	traffic	
lights.	

012	 I	am	not	sure	if	
Council	have	really	
thought	this	trough	
on	the	traffic	build	
where	they	plan	to	
do	the	1-way;	extra	
petrol	people	will	
have	to	use;	safety	of	
larger	lorries	trying	
to	turn.		They	want	
to	see	the	lorries	
trying	to	get	round	
Halford’s	small	
roundabout.		People	
do	not	want	to	sit	in	
queus.	____also	
trying	to	get	to	train	
station.		The	bus	
station	is	at	the	
moment	in	a	good	
place	for	town	and	
station.		I	would	have	
thought	to	do	this	is	
up	taking	in	the	use	
of	the	car	park	of	pull	
down	there	would	be	
room	for	a	god	bus	
station	there.		Please	
re-think	your	plans	
and	aabout	the	

No	one	
thought	this	
through.	

You	will	cut	
Swindon	in	half.		
People	will	not	
come	into	
Swindon	if	they	
have	to	drive	all	
the	way	round	to	
find	parking	they	
will	go	to	the	
nearest	shopping	
centre,	West	
Swindon,	Eldene,	
or	out	of	town.		I	
find	it	easier	to	
go	out	of	
Swindon	
altogether	if	
going	by	car	with	
someone.		
Quicker	to	go	
round	outside	of	
Swindon	from	
North	to	Sough	
or	any	way	
around	town	if	
going	to	West	
Swindon	by	car,	
so	do	not	stop	
off	any	more.	

Not	sure	that	
would	work.		
But	underpass	
needs	sorting	
so	drains	
better	when	it	
rains.	

A	very	good	bus	
station.	
	

See	a	safe	
crossing	and	
traffic	flow	
improved.	

Both	ways;	save	
Crombey	St	from	
more	traffic.	

It	works,	sort	
of.	

Do	not	use	it;NA	 No;	2-way,	but	
not	as	you	have	
it	shown.	

Yes,	less	traffic	for	
them	



people	who	rely	on	
these	routes	you	
have	planned,	andif	
people	have	to	use	
more	fuel	they	will	
go	elsewhere.		You	
have	created	a	
mightmare	by	the	
new	Morrison’s	for	
people	to	cross	there	
that	have	sight	
problems	or	
disability	problem	on	
get	across	that	road	
do	not	make	hard	for	
people	to	get	into	
town.		Please	excuse	
the	way	I	write;	I	
have	arthritis	and	am	
sight	impaired.		

013	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
014	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
015	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
016	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
017	 Well	set	out	and	

polite	service	
(exhibition)	

NA	 NA	 Yes	 NA	 Traffic	lights	 1-way	 NA	 Yes	 Not	 No	

018	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
019	 Very	nice	to	be	asked	

opinion;	not	a	driver	
so	not	much	applies	
to	me	

NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	

020	 ALL	BLANK	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	

	

	

	



Ideas	Resulting	from	the	Research	by…	

	 	
…to	be	Revised	after	the	Exhibition	

	(You	may	add	your	own	ideas	by	using	a	‘Comments	Form’)	

	

1. 	The	road	across	Wichelstow	needs	to	be	connected,	across	the	railway	line,	
onto	Great	Western	Way;	not	under	the	M4.		This	will	relieve	Kingshill,	Bath	
Road,	and	Old	Town	of	cross-town	traffic,	and	will	ease	the	flow	of	traffic	
along	Wootton	Bassett	Road	and	into	the	Town	Centre.	
	

2. A	2-way	circular	flow	of	traffic	should	be	designed,	so	as	to	reduce	the	
volume	of	traffic	by	reducing	the	length	of	journey,	and	to	make	it	easy	for	
residents	and	visitors	to	identify	their	routes.		This	will	also	relieve	much	of	
the	intrusive	traffic	flowing	through	residential	neighbourhoods.	
	

3. A	Heritage	Route	for	pedestrians	should	be	designed,	from	the	Works	site,	
through	the	Tunnel,	crossing	at	Milton	Road,	and	linking	the	heritage	with	
the	modern	at	the	Rolleston	Arms	junction.	
	

4. Whalebridge	roundabout	should	be	re-instated,	so	that	vehicles	can	access	
the	Kimmerfields	carpark	from	Fleming	Way,	and	can	turn	into	Prince’s	
Street	instead	of	Beckhampton	Street.	
	

5. The	Bus	Station	should	be	looked	at	again,	to	explore	a	better	location,	off	
the	road	in	the	John	Street	area,	and	to	allow		a	2-way	flow	of	traffic	around	
Holbrook	Way,	relieving	the	Railway	Village	prime	heritage	site.	
	

6. 	Commercial	Road	should	be	2-way,	with	lay-bys	for	deliveries	and	short	
stops.	
	

7. Regent	Circus	needs	serious	attention,	and	a	special	design	event	should	be	
held	to	work	with	pedestrians	to	achieve	an	agreed	settlement.	

	

	


